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March 13,2008

The Honorable Michael B. Mukasey
Attomey General
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
V/ashington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Attomey General:

I am writing to request documents relating to the grantmaking policies and practices in
, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) within the Justice

Department. Concerns about this issue were brought to my attention by Congressman Timothy
Walz.

The OJJDP supports efforts to prevent juvenile delinquency, such as programs to stem

school violence, childhood substance abuse, and gang-related activity. OJJDP provides grants to
selected state, local, and community-based organrzalions through a competitive awards process

in order to "develop and support programs and replicate tested approaches to delinquency
prevention, treatment, and control."'

According to a recent article in the trade publication, Youth Today, recent OJJDP grants

have been awarded in a noncompetitive m¿rrner, in some cases with highly ranked applicants
rejected in favor of lower ranked competitors.' In one example describe dby Youth Today, the
OJJDP awarded $500,000 to the World Golf Association, even while its grant proposal was

scored lower than that of 38 other applicants in the technical review.

In order to examine these allegations, I request that you provide the Committee the
following information :

' Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, About
OJJDP (online athttp:llojjdp.ncjrs.orglaboutlDívlist.asp) (accessed on Mar. 4,2008).

2 For Juvenile Justice, a Pønel of One, Youth Today (Dec.iJan. 200S).
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1. A list of all applicants for discretionary grants from the OJJDP for Fiscal Year 2007,
including the proposed funding amount, category ofjuvenile delinquency addressed,

whether the application received external peer review, the applicant's technical
evaluation scores, and, if the applicant was funded, the amount awarded;

2. For discretionary grants awarded in Fiscal Year 2007, all documents related to their
award, including grant applications; records and notes from their technical evaluation; the
offrcial decision memoranda; and communications within OJJDP and between OJJDP

officials and any outside entity;

3. All communications to or from OJJDP Administrator J. Robert Flores relating to all
grants considered for awards in Fiscal Year 2007; and

4. All OJJDP and DOJ policies governing the grant competition and award process.

Please provide these documents to the Committee by April 4, 2008. In addition, please

provide the Committee with a briefing on the OJJDP's grantmaking policies and practices,

including the issues raised in the Youth Today article, by March 28,2008.

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight

committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set forth in
House Rule X. Enclosed with this letter is a document providing additional information about

how to respond to the Committee's document request.

If you have any questions regarding this request and to schedule the requested briefing,
please have your staff contact Christopher Davis or John Williams of the Committee staff at

(202)22s-s420.

Sincerely,

H".t ô. t^Ir.-
Henry A. Waxman
Chairman

Enclosure

cc: Tom Davis
Ranking Minority Member


